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27th February 2007 

Dear

Notice of the 2007 Annual General Meeting

On behalf of the Committee of the Institute, I cordially invite you to our 2007 Annual General Meeting (AGM) scheduled at 6:30 pm, on Wednesday, 21st March 2007 at:  
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club

Kellett Island, Causeway Bay,

Hong Kong.

Reception will start at 6:00 pm with drinks and light refreshment at the Lawn of the Yacht Club. A technical talk on “Role of Rail in Hong Kong's Sustainability” will be delivered by Prof. Bill Barron after the AGM and thereafter a dinner buffet will be served .  The charges for the dinner are HK$ 100 for members and HK$ 200 for non-members.
Agenda for the 2007 AGM:

1. To confirm the proceedings of the last AGM on 15 March 2006

2. To receive the Annual Report of the Chairman

3. To receive the Financial Report of the Honorary Treasurer

4. To elect Committee Members of the Institute

5. AOB

If you would like to nominate candidates to stand for election for the posts of Committee members, please complete the attached nomination form and send it back to us on or before Monday, 12th March 2007. 

I look forward to meeting you at the Annual General Meeting.

Yours faithfully,
C L Wong

Honorary Secretary

Hong Kong Institute of Acoustics

Encl.  (Nomination Form & Reply Slip)

Technical Talk on 

Role of Rail in Hong Kong's Sustainability
by Professor Bill Barron

Venue: 
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club

Time: 
after the AGM on Wednesday, 21st March 2007

Honorable Speaker:

Prof. Bill Barron is an environmental economist by training, receiving his PhD from the John’s Hopkins University in 1980.  In 1989 he joined the faculty of the Centre of Urban Planning Environmental Management of The University of Hong Kong (HKU) to work in the Master of Environmental Management programme.  In 2005 he left HKU and joined the staff of The Institute for the Environment of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST).  In Hong Kong his work has focused on environmental aspects of transport policy, urban planning, and energy use.  Since the creation of the public policy think tank Civic Exchange he has worked closely with that organization in both advisory (Board of Directors 2003-05) and research capacities.
Outline of the Talk:
1. How HK's rail network, while generally excellent in its operations, has inadequate coverage and in fact is far less accessible to the public than systems in other world cities. As a result of the limited coverage rail network (including few parallel lines in the corridors of greatest population density), there is a higher reliance on road transport. This situation exists despite the fact that Hong kong has the highest population densities in the world and so rail here is more financially viable than elsewhere. 

2. HK does however, have the highest use of public transport. As a consequence it has the highest levels of pedestrian travel. Given HK's tall buildings and often narrow roads there exist 'street canyon effects' which trap road vehicle pollutants. The combined effect of the pedestrian travel and the street canyon effect is that there is especially high exposure here to very unhealthy air at street level. 

3. While the government has long talked (since 1999) about 'rail led transport' and has been expanding the rail system, there have not been the kind of actions which would seriously change the situation noted above. In particular, government still does not acknowledge that it should look carefully at the indirect subsidies it provides to both rail and bus and consider how the overall levels of such support, and the relative balance of support to rail and bus, should be re-evaluated so as to reduce the roadside pollutant exposures. 

4. In striking contrast to the problems of cross border pollution where the HK government has more limited options, responsibility for the routine exposure of large numbers of people very toxic street level air pollution lies squarely on the HK government. In fact the government is still, at least in part, in denial on this issue. 

5. A situation in which a large part of the population is regularly exposed to toxic air and there is not an in place (or even in the planning stages) and aggressive programme to change that should not be considered 'sustainable'.
Nomination for the Posts of the Committee,
Hong Kong Institute of Acoustics

(for election in the 2007 AGM on Wednesday, 21st  March 2007)

Please send this nomination form to reach Dr. C.M. Mak by fax at 2765 7198 OR by post to Department of Building Services Engineering, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hung Hom, Kowloon on or before 12th March 2007 (Monday)
Name of Candidate:______________________ (for election as Committee Member)
Membership No.:__________________________

Proposer:_________________________________Signature:__________________________

Membership No.:__________________________

Seconder:_________________________________Signature:_________________________

Membership No.:___________________________

The following Committee Members will retire from the Committee:- N. C. Cheung , Y. N. Au Yeung, Tommy Wan, and F Chong. So far, the Committee has received nominations for the re-election of N.C. Cheung and Y.N. Au Yeung, and new election of Huang Lixi and Rodney Ip as Committee Members. The following Members will remain in the Committee:- C. M. Mak, C. L. Wong, Wilson Ho, C. W. Law, Tom Ho, Y. T. Tang, Randolph Leung, and Ben Ho.
[Information about the election of Committee Members could be viewed from the Memorandum and Articles of Association at the Institute’s website http://www.hkioa.org/ ]

==================================================================

2007 AGM of the Hong Kong Institute of Acoustics
Reply Form

Name of Member:__________________
Membership No.:_________  Tel. No.:__________

Please indicate if you will attend the following events on Wednesday, 21st March 2007 at the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, Kellett Island, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong: 

YES
NO
(     )
(    )
Annual General Meeting at 6:30 pm [Reception will start at 6:00 pm]

(     )
(    )
Dinner Buffet at 7:30 pm [HK$100@ (member) & HK$200@ (non-member)]

Please send this reply form to reach Dr. C.M. Mak by fax at 2765 7198 OR by post to the Department of Building Services Engineering, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hung Hom, Kowloon on or before 12th March 2007 (Monday)


