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Joint-Institute New Year Party 2026

We were delighted to welcome the new year together at the
Joint-Institute New Year Party 2026 on 21 January 2026,
co-hosted with our friends from HKIOA, HKIEIA, HKIQEP and
EMAHK. The evening gathered over 90 members and guests
for an enjoyable time of reconnecting with familiar faces,
meeting new peers, and sharing warm wishes for 2026.

With great food, lively conversation and a relaxed atmosphere,
the event provided a meaningful opportunity to strengthen
professional ties across our institutes. One of the most
anticipated moments was the lucky draw, which brought plenty
of excitement and memorable highlights throughout the night.
Thank you to everyone who joined us and contributed to the
warm spirit of the gathering, and to the organising team for
their thoughtful arrangements and smooth coordination.
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Reported by Claudine Lee

We look forward to building
on this momentum through
more joint activities in the
year ahead — supporting
collaboration, professional
excellence and a vibrant
community for all our
members.



Room Acoustic Webinar: Shaping Concert Halls

The HKIOA successfully hosted a technical webinar titled "Room
Acoustic Webinar: Shaping Concert Halls" on 29 January 2026.
The event, conducted via Zoom, attracted a strong turnout of 93
participants. Delivered by Mr. Juan Óscar García, a room acoustic
expert from Marshall Day Acoustics, the session provided deep
insights into the architectural alchemy of transforming physical
space into a resonant instrument.

During the presentation, Juan Óscar discussed how the form,
shape and dimensions, hence the reflections within a hall
fundamentally shape the music it houses, with the primary
objective being to masterfully mediate the journey of sound from
the stage to every listener. The speaker also offered valuable
advice, suggesting that those aspiring to become room acoustic
designers should attend more live concerts and strengthen their
technical foundations by engaging with essential reference books.

The webinar received positive feedbacks, with members
describing the session as both "interesting" and "excellent". The
HKIOA would like to thank Juan Óscar for sharing his insights and
all members for their enthusiastic participation.
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Technical Visit to Air Bubble Noise Enclosure

The HKIOA successfully organized a technical visit to an Air
Bubble Noise Enclosure on 7 February 2026 at the foundation
works of the JLC Technology Group Headquarters (嘉立創總部大廈)
in Futian District, Shenzhen. The visit attracted 35 members and
industry practitioners, and was conducted with the kind
collaboration of the Environmental Acoustics Committee
(環境聲學委員會) of the Shenzhen Environmental Science Society
(SESS,深圳市環境科學學會 ), fostering professional exchange
between Hong Kong and Shenzhen.

During the visit, participants gained first-hand understanding of
the practical application of air bubble enclosure systems in
mainland construction projects. The system, which fully covers
active construction areas, is widely adopted to effectively
mitigate construction noise and dust impacts on the surrounding
environment. Participants were invited to enter the air bubble
enclosure to observe the internal working environment, and
engaged in in-depth discussions with site personnel on the
design concept, installation process, maintenance requirements,
cost considerations, and environmental benefits of the system.

The technical visit also included a networking lunch, providing
an opportunity for further experience sharing and professional
communication with representatives of the Environmental
Acoustics Committee of the SESS, particularly on noise control
practices and innovative construction mitigation measures.
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Technical Visit to East Kowloon Cultural Centre

Around 50 HKIOA members attended the technical visit
on 9 Feb 2026 to the newly opened East Kowloon
Cultural Centre (EKCC), where they were given a guided
introduction to the venue and its key performance and
creative spaces. The visit provided members with a
valuable opportunity to explore a major new cultural
facility in Hong Kong, including selected performance
venues and public areas, and to gain a better
understanding of the Centre’s design, functionality, and
artistic vision.

Members greatly enjoyed the visit and appreciated the
chance to see how new technologies have been
thoughtfully integrated with arts and cultural uses within
the venue. The tour showcased how modern stage,
theatrical, and technical systems can work together with
architectural and acoustic design to create flexible and
inspiring spaces for performance, creation, and
audience engagement. The event was well received and
offered an insightful experience for members interested
in the relationship between acoustics, technology, and
the arts.
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Technical Seminar: Engineering Excellence in Sound –
Insights from L-Acoustics

Around 36 members attended the HKIOA technical
seminar on 5 March 2026, where they had the
opportunity to learn from the sharing by
Mr. Julien Laval on modern sound system design and
acoustic engineering practice. The seminar was well
received, and members found the presentation
insightful and engaging, particularly in how it
connected technical design, system calibration, and
acoustic performance optimisation for different types
of venues.

Members especially enjoyed the live listening
demonstration, which brought the seminar content to
life through live music and the active acoustic room
effect. The demonstration gave participants a valuable
first-hand experience of how advanced acoustic
technology can shape spatial impression, tonal
balance, and overall listening experience in a
controlled environment, making the event both
informative and memorable.
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Technical Webinar: Vibration Predictive Analytics 
for Machine Health by AI & IoT

The HKIOA successfully conducted a technical webinar titled
"Vibration Predictive Analytics for Machine Health by AI & IoT"
on the evening of 12 March 2026. The event attracted a total of
57 participants who gathered online via Zoom to explore the
cutting edge of machine health diagnostics.

Delivered by Mr. Andrew Yeung, Chief Technical Officer and
Co-Founder of Xtra Sensing Limited, the session delved into
how Artificial Intelligence and the Internet of Things (AIoT) are
transforming traditional maintenance regimes into proactive,
data-driven operations. A key highlight of the presentation was
the examination of big data's power in maintenance, with
systems utilizing millions of hours of operational data to provide
actionable warnings up to six months in advance.

The webinar was well-received by the participants. The HKIOA
would like to thank Andrew for sharing his technical expertise
and all members for their continued support and enthusiastic
participation.
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Dialogue in the Dark: 
A Journey of Sound in Darkness

The Experience

In a world without sight, every whisper is a signal, every echo a
landmark. On 27 March 2026, our members entered an
expedition into total darkness — an experience that turned your
senses upside down and redefines teamwork. Guided by a
professional visually impaired explorer, we navigated a hidden
landscape using only sound, touch, and trust. No sight.
No hierarchy. Just those whispers and echoes.

From Darkness to Design: An Acoustic Call

Our Acoustic Mission called us to listen deeply and navigate by
ear, mastering the art of turning sound into insight and
teamwork; to build sonic trust, strengthening team bonds
through non-visual communication; and to foster inclusion by
gaining a new perspective through collaboration.

The immersive journey was followed by an insightful discussion
on how soundscape shapes daily life for the visually impaired.
The challenge moving forward: inspire acoustic professionals to
embed these insights into design and create sustainable social
impact. We invite you to reflect: How would you integrate
acoustic inclusion into your next design or collaboration? And
whose soundscape have you never paused to consider?
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Training Workshop on Web-NAT

The Training Workshop on Web-NAT, successfully held on 27 March
2026 at the Ramboll Hong Kong office, concluded on a highly
positive note. With full-house attendance, the event brought
together enthusiastic professionals eager to enhance their
capabilities in road traffic noise impact assessments for residential
developments.

Throughout the evening, participants gained comprehensive
knowledge of the Web-Based Traffic Noise Assessment Tool,
covering its purpose, key functions, and practical applications
aligned with ProPECC PN 4/23 and PN 5/23. The structured agenda
enabled attendees to master essential skills, from account setup and
project management to importing DXF/SHP layouts, integrating with
traffic noise models, managing receiver-end mitigation measures,
and producing high-quality figures for RTNIA reports.

One of the highlights was the active and meaningful interaction
between participants and speakers. Attendees engaged
enthusiastically through insightful questions and discussions,
demonstrating strong interest and a clear understanding of how
Web-NAT can streamline workflows, standardise submissions, and
facilitate smoother the authority vetting processes. The knowledge
and practical insights acquired in the course will undoubtedly
strengthen the participants’ collective capability in delivering
efficient noise impact assessment.

We extend our sincere appreciation to the speaker Mr. Ken Li,
Ramboll, EPD, and participants for making this training session a
great success.
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Technical Seminar on Immersive Sound & 
Active Acoustic Systems

On 14 April 2026, around 24 HKIOA members attended the
technical seminar “Immersive Sound & Active Acoustic Systems”
at the FHKA Seminar Hall, Xiqu Centre, West Kowloon Cultural
District. The seminar was organized by WestK Performing Arts
and Amadeus Acoustics, and co-organized by PCI Group, who
kindly invited HKIOA members to participate in the event.

The seminar was presented by Mr. Fabio Kaiser, Co-Founder and
CEO of Amadeus Acoustics. The session introduced the
principles and practical applications of immersive sound and
active acoustic systems in contemporary venues, including how
these systems are designed, integrated, and tuned to enhance
acoustic quality and listening experience in performance and
event spaces.

Members enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about the latest
development of active acoustics and immersive sound
technologies, particularly their application in architecturally
complex performance spaces. The session also provided a useful
platform for members to exchange views and gain practical
insights into how these technologies can be adopted in modern
venue design.

HKIOA thanks WestK Performing Arts, Amadeus Acoustics, and
PCI Group for inviting our members to join this valuable
technical seminar.
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Mark the Dates for the 16th Cross-Strait Acoustic 
Conference 2026 (CSAC 2026) !

With the support of acoustic societies from Mainland China,
Macau, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, and Malaysia, the
HKIOA is pleased to announce the 16th Cross-Strait
Acoustic Conference 2026 (CSAC 2026, 第十六屆海峽兩岸
多地聲學學術交流研討會議) will be held with details below:

Dates: 22 – 23 November 2026 (Sunday to Monday)

Venue: Four Points by Sheraton Bangkok Ploenchit,
Bangkok, Thailand

Program Schedule

22 November: Full-day conference at the hotel
(including buffet lunch and coffee breaks)

23 November: Technical visit

Being the lead organizer, the HKIOA would invite members
to mark these dates in your calendars and support this
event. Further details regarding CSAC 2026 registration
and abstract submissions will be announced soon. We look
forward to your participation and to hearing your
professional insights.
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This year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)
has been scheduled at 6:45 pm,
19 May 2026 (Tue) at the Hotel ICON
(17 Science Museum Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
East) and will be followed by a dinner.

If you are joining the AGM and/or the
dinner, please be reminded to reserve for
a seat soon.

Hope to see you there!

Registration Link:
https://pci.jotform.com/form/261019143112442

Reminder for AGM 2026
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